A new era in the practice of anaesthetics was introduced by Griffiths and Johnston (1942) 
A new era in the practice of anaesthetics was introduced by Griffiths and Johnston (1942) when they advocated the use of curare to produce relaxation in patients who were kept under very light inhalational anaesthesia. Mallinson (1945) and Gray and Halton (1946) first used it in this country, and Forrester (1946) has demonstrated its very great value in the seriously ill patient. So popular has the drug now become that it has been truly said recently (Editorial, 1947) , ' Curare is a word already bandied about by medical students at their finals?-a good enough indication that it is a part of everyday medicine and that it has come to-stay.'
In spite of (1946, 1947) In their experiments on rabbits Berger and Bradley "(1947) found that myanesin had a low toxicity and thus a high margin of safety, being rapidly broken down in the body. They also found that "the blood pressure and respirations were unaffected by ordinary muscle-relaxant doses although very large quantities caused "a progressive fall of blood pressure and respiratory paralysis followed by death. Mallinson (1947) 
